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To Root,

to Toot,


 tto Parachute
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To Mary Kate, Jack, and Colin– 



three “action” kids 
—B.P.C. 

To my sister, Margarita

—J.P.


Verb: A word

that shows

action or being. 
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To Root,

to Toot,


 tto Parachute

by Brian P. Cleary


illustrated by Jenya Prosmitsky
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Whether 
you scale 
a wall 

or a fish, 

Make 
a design 

on a 
cup or a dish, 
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Take

out the

garbage,


or sharp
knife— 

en your 

erbs are a
part
V r
e
v
e
ryday lifeof yo
u . 
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To root,

to


toot,


to

parachute,


To play the 
flutophone or 
flute, 
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To dare,
defend, 

descend, 
disturb— 

If it’s an ac
t
i
o
 e
s a v

n
, r b!it’
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s
eo r
d
s
l k
i
 ing
Verbs are w 

and dance
, 

Pray or practice, 

preach or prance, 

WWW.IRANMEET.COM


Toss and tum
l
b
e jump,


j
aman d ,
whisper,Whine an d 

slee
p
 s
l
an
d am. 
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so are holler, help, 
and hold, 

Whack and stack and pack 
and fold, 
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Fix and

finish ,


and lift
,load

Hurry, scurry,

shake, and sift.
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So take a

present,


send your

thanks,


Pull a tooth, 
or pull some pranks, 
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Blow

a bubble,


sew a

sleeve,


a v
e
r
b for each of these.ll us
eYou’
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Averb
c
an ake a form“

t
bof e
,
”


Li k e y o u are tall,

or I am free,
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That is fun,


It’s been

great,


W
e
r
e you the one
h
w
o was so lat
e? 
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Punt or pass or shoot or 
score, 

Swim
or paddle,
pitch 

or 
pour, 
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Jog

or


juggle,


j
i
g or leap, 

Verbs can tire

you out a heap.
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You can crawl or fall

or pet


your pooch,


See a
b
all game,be a mooc
h, 
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n
mp a
 d slumpJu



and 
play it cool, 

Hunt 
and hike


and bik
e to schoo
.
l
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,
So pick and fidd trumle s
s roke,and t


T
ease and teeter, 

soakb an d

,so
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eep you
r s i d ewalk,wS

c u r b ,
paint your 

w a cAnd kno h actione

s a v e r b !i 
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ong h
e
r
e
too,l

ve and has be

Ha


Like 
“I have 
green eyes, 

She 
has

blue.”
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Or “ Min d y has a

m ini m u t t.”


These
verbs can


who’s 
e
t
l l us


g ot what! 
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s


bs tell of ship
ng,isi
V r ue rc

slime oozing,
sn

d o g s 
ng,i
oo
z


The y t ell

of spie s


spying,


guys try ln
ng a
 osii d ng, 
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Of leaves when 
they’re falling, 

and wind when 
it’s blowing, 

The rain

when it’s

raining,


the snow when

it’s snowing. 
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t
l
e
lThey us of dogs

ping,bark

that
ar e ing
 esl
eo
r


ra
c
ing

Of cars that ar

l
e ,

be
p
e -beepingyor mere , 
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Of planes that

are flying,


choo-chooin
g
,

and train c
h
o
o
-s 

Aunt Edna 
“Oh-Hi-ing,” 
and Mom 

“Toodle-ooing”— 
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p
opping,i
s
Of corn that 

and s do
o
-
w
o
p
p
i
ngingers
 ,


Of folks that 
are sweeping, 

and afterwards, mopping,
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So, whether it’s 

dangerous, 


dull, or superb,


Each sent
e
n
e
c
, you see, 

imply must hav a verb!

e 

s
VERB 
POWER 

VERBS 
ARE COOL 
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so, what is a verb?

Do you know?
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