For the rest of the 1960s their music led the way and they
changed modern music forever. This book tells the story of
the greatest band in the world from the early days in
Liverpool to the Beatles’ music in the world today.
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INTRODUCTION

Suddenly, everybody loved the Beatles. When the hand
played in concert, police had to hold back crowds of
screaming fans - mainly girls. The same thing happened
when the band went to a TV or radio studio. One
newspaper thought of a new word to describe the
country's love of the boys from Liverpool - ‘Beatlemania’!

The year was 1963, but Beallemania was only just
beginning. Soon the Beatles had fans all around the world.
Far the rest of the 1960s, their music led the way. Each
record brought new sounds, new ideas.

How did four boys from Liverpool reach this position?
What was so special about the Beatles? And why did it all
have to end? This book follows the story from their happy
early days in Liverpool until the sad end of the most famous
graup in the world.

Paul Shipton grew up near Liwerpoal. He was only seven at
the time of the Beatles' last album, but he has always
listened to and loved the band. His favourite Beatles album
is probably Revolver. His favourite song is ‘Strawberry
Fields Forever’ or ‘A Day in the Lile" — ar perhaps ‘| Am the
Walrus' or ‘Hey Jude’ or . . . ! He lives in the United States
now with his wife and two daughters.

Th_e End of a Dream

Faul McCartney once said, The Beatles were always & great
little hand = nothing more, nothing less” Millions of fans
around the world disagree with this. To them, the Beatles were
a 'great little band” wha changed modern music ftorever

When the Beatles ended in 1970, people around the world
couldn't helieve it, John, Paul, George and Ringo all followed
their awn interesis successfully, Bul all four faced the same
guesiion everywhers they went: When will vou play togethoer
again? The answer always seemed the sama — never — bur fans
could hope and dream.

Then, on 8 December 1930, the dream ended. John Lennan
and Yoko Ono were returning home to their building in New
York, Mark Chapman was waiting in the shadows. He shouted

to John and then he shol the singer in the back and chest,

Jehn Lennon died in hospital that night.

The news was mel with sadness all around the world. The

Beatles could never play together again,




Early Days

The four boys from Liverpoal weare all born during the Second
World War, Lile in the northern city wasn't always easy after the
war Most people lived 1n small houses and many were poor. But
like many ports, Liverpool was open 1o new ideas. Somaetimes
ships hrought something that other places in Britain couldn’t
pet = rack and roll records from the Us! For the young nenple
of Liverpool in the 1930s, the exeiting sound of rock and roll

was an escape from their dally lives.

® Richard Starkey (Ringo Starr) was born in 1940 and grew
up in one of Liverpool’s poorest areas. [le was ollen ill. and he
first plaved drums in hospital. He bought his first drom around
1956 — just one big drum! He played with a few local bands.
Then he joined Rory Storm and the Hurricanes. Around this
lime, Richard took a new name — ‘Ringo’- because of all the
rings on his hands.

George Harrison, the youngest Beatle was born in 1343.His
father was a bus driver, but hefore that he worked on ships.
Georae loved his lather's recordefrom the US At schoal, he sat
in class drawing pictures of guitars. When he did get his guitar,
he practised all the time.

®@ Paul McCartney was born in 1842, the son of a nurse and a
cotton salesman. The family loved music. When Paul was old
enough, his father hought him a rumpet. But Paul couldn’t play
the trumpet and sing at the same time. So he changed the
trumpet {or a guitar He sometimes talked aboul music with a

younger boy at his school - George Harrson.

2

B John Lennon was born in 1940, After his father left, his mother
sent the fourvearold bov to his Aunt Mimi and her husbands
Big house in a pleasant part ol Liverpool. John loved rock and roll.
He remembered sesing an Elvis Presley film, When the audience
screamed, ke thought, ‘That'’s a good job! John's mother Joved
music too — and she taught her son well. He started & band, the

(Quarry Men. The name came [rom Fis srhoonl Duarsy Bank.

One alternoon in July 1957, a [riend took Paul to see the Quarry
Man at o church garden party John was singing, but he couldn’t
remember all the words, This didn't stop him - he sang new words.
After the concert. Paul played a song on his guitar for John Years
later, John remembered the meeting Paul was better than the
people in the band, but John was a little worried What was mare

important: his own strang position in the group, or a stronger

roun® He chose the group. Lennan and MeCartney were together
o I b i




From Liverpool to Hamburg

One day. Paul showed John one of his own songs. After thal,
Jahn began to wrile his own musical ideas. and soon the lwo
young men wers: writing song afier song. Sometimes they
worked together, sometimes alone. Bul each of them pushed
himsell harder because of the otler one. This was true during
all the Beatles years.

Not long after Paul joined, he told John about his friend
George. John wasn't sure — George was only fifteen. But Ceorge
joined after John heard him play. They were on the top of a bus
al the time!

soon John, Paul and George were plaving concerts in
Liverpowol, but there was a problem. They didn't have a
drummer ar & bass guitarist. One ol Johns art-school friends,
Stu Suteliffe, looked like James Dean and he was an artist,
When he sold a painting, the boys in the band asked him to buv
A lass guitar. Stu wanted to be in a band, but there was one
small problem: he couldn’t play. 5tu often turned his back Lo
the crowds in concerts because of this!

What'’s in a name?

John and Stu probably thought of the name ‘the Beatles’,
but there are other stories. John wrote that, at twelve
yvears old, he was told the name by a little man. There was
a more serious story, too: they heard it in a Marlon Brando
film, The Wild One. But many years later, Paul McCartnay
named a 1997 album Flaming Fie, far the place where
John saw his little man!

People were starting to like the band. The Reatles got a job
playing with a rock and roll singer, Johnny Gentle, They toured
Scotland under the name the Silver Beetles. For a time, Paul
played drums hecause they couldn't find a drummer Thern,
hack in Liverpool they were offered another job. Bands were
needed to play in clubs in the German city of Hamburg. The
band said yes — hut first they reeded a drummer. They asked
Pete Best, the dryummer in anothar local band Cand the cwner
of some nice drums!). Pete agrecd and the band travelled ta
Germany in the summer of 1960,

Tor five hovs bram Liverpool, Hambuarg was another world — a
warld of allnisht bars and street crime. Concerts weren 't
always casy. On some nights, John had to push people off the
stage. To fecp audicnces happy,
bands had to play well tor six or

John Lennon:
‘| grew ug in Hamburg,
not Liverpoal.’

seven hours every night. With all
this practice, the band became
better and better,

Another of the Liverpool bands
in [lamburg was called
Storm and the Hurricanes. The band was famous in Liverpono.

Rory

The band's drummer loved to come and watch the Beatles,
Sometimes, when Pete Best wae il he even plaved with the
hand. His name was Ringo Starr

The first trip to¢ Hamburg ended suddenly. George was sent
home by the police because he was too young to play in the
clubs — he was only seventeen. But the Beatles returned
often to Hamburg. Each time they played to bigger crowds in
better clubs.



__In The Cavern

Un their second trip to Hamburg, a record producer asked the
Seatles to play on a record far e singer Tony Sheridan, The
song was My Bonnie Lies Over the Oeean’ and thev plaved as
the Beat Brothers. The boys were becoming suecesstul, But one
of the band decided that he dida't want ta be a Beatle.

Stumet a voung photographer, Astric Kirchherr, in Hamburg.
Her photos of the hand later became famous. She also helped
the band's look. One day she cut Stu's hair, At first, the others
in the band laughed - they all rushed their hair hack off their
faces like rock and roll singers. But laler John, Paul and Gearoe
all kad the same haircut. After the band’s second trip to
Hamburg, Stu decided to stay there. He was in lave with Aslrid
and he wanted to study art in Hamburg,

S T ..-- e

One of Astrid Kirchherr's famous photos with (from left to
rightl Pete, George, John, Paul and Sty

Paul never had a high opinion of Stu’s plaving. and he started
to play the bass. Back in Liverpool, people were interested in
the new band ‘from Hambure®. At first someons told John,You
speak good English’ But the band Secame more and more
popular in their hame city. They olten played at a elub called
The Cavern. Hundreds of fans crowded into the small, dark
club when the Beatles plaved there,

The band was tamous now in Liverpool,but was that encugh?
Everything changed when they met Brian Epstein. He was the
manager of a big music shap in the city When he heard aboul
the Beatles, he went ta The Cavern. In his suit and tie Epstein
probably looked very different from The Cavern's young crowd.
In his opinion, the band were a little rongh, But, he has sa'd, ‘|
immediately liked what [ heard Epstein met the band and
offered to become thely manager, When he promised to make
an agreement with a record company the hand said vies!

Erian Epstein immediately gave the band new rules They
couldn’t @at, drink ar smoke on stage. The four young men
started wearing suits. Epstein warked hard [or the band and on
the last day of 1962, they drove down to Londan, They plaved
[or Decea, a big record company, but it didn't go well. Two
months later, the campany said no to Brian Epstein and the
Beatles. In their opinion, guitar bards weren't popular now.

Worse news came from Germany Stu was ill with terrible
headaches. He died in April 1962, a day before the Bealles’
third trip to Hamburg He was only twentv-one

During the band’s third trip to Hamburg, they received a
message {rom their manager. Anolher record company,
Parlophane = parl ol the big companv EMI - wanted to hear

them in the studio.



~ On Their Way!

In June 1962, the Beatles were in London again = this time, at the
Ahbey Road studios. Gearge Martin was one of the producers whao
was listening Lo them for the record company, Martin didn't like
their songs mueh, but he liked the boys. After the Beatles finished
playing, he showed them around the studio. The band were quiat
‘s there anything vou dont like? asked Martin.
Finally George spoke."Well T don't like your tic.

The fifth Beatle?

Before the Beatles, the producer George Martin mainly
nroduced records of funny songs. But Martin knew a lot
about music and abaut recording. Over the yvears, he helped
the Beatles to grow as musicians. At first, he was really the
boss. But after a time, the band told him what they wanted,

George Martin with Paul and John in the studio
B8

A few weeks later. Martin called Brian Epstein Yes, the band
could make a record with him . But not with Pete Best an
drums. In the producer’s opinion, Pete wasn't good cnoughk. Tt
was a hard decision for the bapd, but Pete had to @0 The
drummer was angry when Brian Epstein tald aim (he news,
The next decision was easier In Paul's words, they wanfed
‘the greatest drummer in Liverpoal - rtheir friend from
Hamburg, Ringo Starr. Epstein called Ringo on a Wednesday
and asked him to join the band. By Saturday, Ringo was the
new drummer. Scine fans weren't happy about the change At
The Cavern. a few people shouted angrily and held up signs:

‘Pete is Best!

Before they went back to London John married his girlfriend,
Cynthia. Marriage to a Beatle wasn't easy. John was cften
away from home. When their son Julian was born in 1963,
fans even ran after John a2t the hospital. Later, the Beatles
didn't want their voung fans to know that one of the band was
married. After their first tour of the US, a reporter asked
dohn, ‘Did your wife like the country? John jokad, 'Who? Who?

The hand recorded their first single, "Love Me Do, at Abbey
Road in September 1962 It was one of Paul’s songs. Fans
wrote to radio stations, asking them to play the recard. By
December 1562, the song was quite successiul al number

sevenieen.” The Bealles were on thelr way!

*number sevent2en: the seventeenth most popular single that woeek. (Every

band wanled o reach number vne)



Beatlemama

it was time to choose a song for the important second receord.
George Marlin didn’t like a; ny ot John and Paul's sungs at the
time, so he chose a pew sang. The group said no. They wanted
to do one of their songs. Today many bands write their own
s0ngs, but at the time this was a brave dec ision for a new band

Finally, Martin agreed to record one of John's songs. ‘Please
Flease Me'. At first it was a slow sung, but the producer askad
them 1o play it faster. After they recorded i, Martin told them,
You have just recorded vour first numpber one.’

The Beatles worked hard to make this true. They drove all
over Britain to concerts. Sometimes they stopped the van to
listen to their own song on the radio. Onee the van was
freezing after the frant windaw Lroke. The Bealles lay
together in the back to keep warm!

In March 1953, ‘Please Please e’ reached number one.
George Martin was right. After that, number one fallowed
number one. Their singles in 195% were ‘From Me to You', ‘She
Loves You' and T Want to Hold Your Hand'.

Suddenly, everybody loved the Beatles. When the band
played in concart, palice had to hold back crowds of
sereaming fans — mainly sl One newspaper thought af a
new word ta describe the countrv’s love of the bovs from
Liverpvol - ‘Beatlemania’l Every Beatles single reached
wmber ane unlil 1967,

The band also recorded their lirst album early in 1963
George Martin asked them to come ‘o the studic and play all
the songs fram their live show Thev did this ...in one long dav
The album Please Please Me was recorded in about rw::he
hours, It went to number one. to

10

They recor

STORY BEHIND THE SONG N E

One cf the Beatles' most famous songs from the first
album wasn't written by Lennon and McCartnay. They
recorded thae rock and roll song "Twist and Shout’ (hy
Phil Medley and Bert Russalll atl the end aof that long
day. Everyone loved John's voice an the song. In ’rgm.l
he was very tired at the lime. ‘| was jusl screaming,

he rememberad later.

1 i FosAMme Ve Vith

‘ded their second album later in the same year Wi
i H .l TR I . e T e |

the Beatles still had rack and roll songs like Chuck Berry's "Rol

Ower Beethoven ' but Lennan and MeCartnay wrote more songs
for the album, The cover's black-and-while Jllmlu Lecame

3
farcus. They asked the photographer to copy Astrid's photos

of the band in Hamburg.

Beatlemama
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‘America was ours!’

The Beatles wers selling millicns of records in Britain, Thie Sundav
Tirnes nowspaper compared Lennon  and McCartnev  with
Beethoven. But many of the group’s fans had other things an their
minds. & lol of young fans dreamt about their favaurite Beatla:

# Paul was the sweel, romantic anc.
George was the quict one.

& Ringo was the happy, funny one,

M John was the intelligent one. He oflen made jokes, but they

weren'l always kind.

Follow the leader

In the very early days, John was the band's leader. When

the band became successful, his nosition wasn't so clear.

Bath he and Paul wrote songs and sang for the band. In

front of the cameras, Paul often spoke for the band, but

John usually had the last word. To George, John was always

the strongest person in the group. Years after Jahn's death,

he said, 'l think he is still the |eader now, probably.’
.*‘I'.
At the beginning of 1964, the Beatles were the most popular band
in Britain. They were famous i Eurape. but they were still a ljjtle
nervous about the United States, Many English slars lacked for
SUCCess across the Atlantic belure the Beatles, hut failed.

The Bealles first singles in the US didn'l do very well. But interest
grew, and finally 'l Want to Hold Your Hand’ reached numher one.
The band flew there in February 1964. They all knew how
impaortant this trip was. In Ringo's words, America was all that they
dreamt about years earlier

12

The trip was a big success, When the band played on TV's The

Fd Sullivan Show, they were watched by an American TV audience

of almast seventy-three million people. It was one of the mos:

important shows in the hislory of popular music. The Beoatles
played in Washinglon and Miami. and wert home happy As
Ringo said, ‘America was ours now’ The hand were world stars.
']'|Ij.t‘ Beatles returned to the United States later in 1964 as part of
a big world 1our. This trip was as successful as the last one, Ringo
remembers that ‘it was just 30 much fin! As usual, nobody could
hear the music at the concerts because af the screams of (e fars.
Al this time it wasn't a big problem for the band, bul il became
mare and more imporiant later George's memory af this tour was
less happy than Ringo's. President Kennedy was killed only a vear
belore and George didn't want anyane to shoot one of the Beatles.

The Beglles an The Ed Sullivan Show
13



After the first American tour the Beatles turned to another
world - films, They made 4 Heape! Day’s Night in the spring of
1364, The title of the film and the song al the same name was
something that Ringo said. The rest of the band cllen laughed
at the drummer's unusnal way of saving things, .
The film’s wriler, Alan Owen. spent a few davs with the hand.
The Beatles were funny, and the film showed this. Owen also
vneersiood the band's daily life, For much of the film, they were
running away from screaming fans. The band liked making the
film, but George probably enjoyed it most. He fell in love with
one of the actresses, Patti Bovd. They were married in 1966,

John, Ringo, George and Paul in & Hard Day's Night
14

The black-and-white film was first shown in London and

Liverpool. It was a big success (The album was, too. This time.
all the songs were by Leanon and MceCartnev) Many people
really liked Ringo's acling in the film. Some even called him
the new Charlie Chaplin’, But Ringo remembers thar he came
straight from & club for one very funny part He savs that he
wasn't acting much!

John and Paul's musical ideas were growing all the time, Each

new song was dilferent and exciting.

dohn and Faul were both big fans of Bob Dylan's music.
The subjects and language in the voung American’s songs
were always unusval and interesting., The scng 'I'm a
Loser’ on the album Beatles for Sale, at the end of 1964,
sounded a little like a Dylan song. The same was true of
the following vear's "You've Got to Hide Your Love Away'.

John even found time to write a book in 1964, Joha Lennan In
His Cion Wiite was full of funny shorl stories and pictares. It
didn't have any serious meaning. In rhe introductian Paul
wrole, ‘Il it seems funny, then that’s enough! Joho wrote
another book rthe next vear

In carly 1965, the Beatles made their second film. After the
sucress of A Hord Dav's Nighr there was more money. But
the band just wanled to travel and have a good Lhine. "Wea
starled saying, “We've never been ta the Bahamas. Could vou
write that in?"" Paul remembers, As George said later, "We
had furn in those days. Bul John rememberad it differently,
This wasn't @ happy time [or him. "You can't see it but I'm

singing "Help!" he said.

15



‘Here to stay’

Later in 1963, Paul wrote ane of the most popular songs of all
time, “Yesterday' was a beautiful sad song about lost love,

STORY BEHIND THE SONG W & i
The music for Yesterday' came to Paul in 2 dream.
He ‘just woke up one marning’ with the song in his
Pead. At first, he thought it was an old song, But
none of his friends knew it. The first words to the
sang were aboul eggsl

George Martin loved (he
song immediately, But, in
his opinion, il needed
something different. Paul
recorded it without the
rest of the band. He
plaved the guitar alone,
while a small group of
musicians plaved strings,
'he song is one of the
band's most famous = jt
bas been recorded by
many different singers
and groups and in many
different ways. Paul was
somelimes angry when
pecple called it their
[avourite Beatles song.

Paul sings Yesterday’

i6

The King and the Queen

In August, the Beatles were back in the United States, Fiftysix
thousand fans saw them at a concert in New Yark, At the time,
it was the biggest concert crowd ever, The concerl was
execiting, but Ringo's memaories of it weren't good. At times Iohn
was joking too much an stage, in Ringo's opininn.

Also. nat many pecple at the concert really heard the band.
Like mosl Beatles concerts, the sound of the crowd was louder
than the music. The Beatles couldn’t hear much of the music
either. 5o, of course, i was difficult ta play weall.

T always wanted to play with good plavers, remembers
Ringo, But now the band was playving badly on stage, anc
nobody was listening,

On the same tour, the Beatles met one of their favourite
singers — Elvis Presley. 'It was one of the greal meetings of my
life, Faul has said,

The boys and the 'King had a good time. But vears later the
band discovered that Elvis was worried aboul the Realles’
success in his country. He asked the American government Lo
send tham home,

Backin Britain, lhe government gave all the Beatles the MBEE,
This award was often given to successtul businesspeople or to
people who fought bravely for their countrv. Many Britons
were angry. How could the government give this award to a
pop group! But the usual crowd of screaming lans were
cutside Ruckingham Palace when the Queen gave them the
award in Oclober 1965 The Beatles were nervous - George
later remembered that they rested and had a cigarette in the

toilets in Buckingham Palace!
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Rubber Soui

The next album, Rabbar Soud, came out in December 1965, [t was
:u_wthe.r big step for the Band. They were exploring dEIfE?'an kind;;
of music and different sijects ‘In My '
about places and People in the past..‘;.x-
weren't the simple loy

Life" was a beautify] s0ng
en the album's love SONgs
: € 5ongs of the band's early days.

Une of the most interesting SUngs on the arih;u.n was John's
Norwegian Wood”, Many pecple wanted to know what .
meant. It was about a girl, Lyt [ didn't w
know this, George played the Indian musjcal instrument the sitgy
on "Norwegian Wood”, He first noticed the instrument in -r:lJ'I‘I!".l.’.'ijEIi"J
restavrant in the film Hedo/ This w

Interest in Indian music and ideas,

the song
ant his wife Cynthia 1o

as the starl of George’s long

STORY BEHIND THE SONG B B | -]
-ﬂur.uun::l' the time of Rubber Soul, the singls ‘Day
Tripper' # "We Can Work It Out' reached number one
Faul wrote most of We Can Work It Our ang .Johr‘-
wrote the midgle part. This zong showed thel
differances batween the two men clearly. The main
Part was more hopaful, as Paul sang, Try to sep it my
@ay - John's part of (Re seng was less hopelul: ‘Life
15 very short and there's ng ime . |

——

he band's success continued with Fanl's Faperback W

= riter' in
IBEE. It was thejr first single that wasn't abon love. The music was

EC0m] ane 5 Al i '
becoming less and less Slmpie. oo, Bul now the Beatles faced a

Jew problem = how conld they plav the E0NEs in concer?

i8

‘Beatles go home!’

In June 1966, the Bealles were in Hamburg again to begin a
new tour Then they tlew to Tokyo and the tour hegan o go
wrong. There were many Bealles fans in Japan. But some
people there thought the group was a bad example to young
people. The band had 1o stay in their hote!. They anly came out
to play in concert

Things became worse in the Philippires. [n George’s words,
it was ‘bad news' [romn the beginning. The real problam came
after the concert in Manila. Imalda Marcos, the wile of the
country's leader, invited the band to a party. The hand's answer
was a polite no. (Some of them can’t even rememhber the
inviration.)

The next day somethiog was clearly wrong. Nabody at the
hotel brought hreakfast for the band. Then they turned on the
television and suddenly they understood: they saw Imelda
Marcos in tears! The camera showad crying children and the
emply dinndr table. In George's words, 'We watched ourselves
not arriving.

The peaple of the Philippines were very angry As the band
drove to the airport, crowds shouted . 'Beatles go home! The
band was pushed around at the airport and their road manager
was knocked over, Before they could leave, Brian Epstein was
called off the agroplane. He had to give back all the money
from the bands concert there Years later, Paul knew more
about Marcos's government. Then he was happy about missing
the garden party. Ringo has said about the country, 'I've never

heen back ...’
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The Sound of the FuEuﬂr_(e

The 1566 tour wasn'L a happy ane, but in the studio thal VEAT
the band were going into exciting new areas. George Martin
had to find newer and newer sounds to record the band's
ideas. The album Revcluer was his favourite. The album was
important for all the Beatles in differanr ways:

= George was growing as a song writer. At first. it was difficult
for the guitarist. His very early songs weren't strong, and he was
in a band with two of the most famous songwriters in the
world, In Revolver's “Love You To', he showed his continuing
interesl in Indian music. His best song on the album was
probably “Taxman',

® The band liked Ringo to sing & song on every album. Paul
decided to give the drummer a song that wasn’t very serious.
He thought of Yellow Submaring’ one night in bed.

B Paul continued to write aboul new subjects and to explore
neve kinds of music. ‘Eleanor Righy’ was a sad song about the
lives of lonely peaple in a bigwcity  Again, strings were usad,
and McCartney recorded the song without the other Reatles.
‘We were just drinking lea, said George,

B John was exploring, too. With the songs ‘She Said She Said’
and ‘Tomarrow Never Knows'. he wenl into strange new
musical areas. Tomorrow Never Knows' was like a promise of
the wild music at the end of the 1960s. Listen (o this song and
compare it to any song from the Beatlas' first two or three
albums. A lot changed in those few vears!
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Bnrni_qg__ R_cmrds

In 1986, John spoke to a reporter in London. They were lalking
about the modern church, and he said, "We're mare popular than
lesus now’ When lohn's words were reported in the US a few
months later, many people ware angry There were newspaper
storias like ‘Lennon 3avs that the Beatles are Bigger than Jesus'.
This wasn't what John meant.But some shops refused to sell their
records. Some radio stations refused to play them. A few radio
stations asked listeners to burn their Beatles records Years later
Ringo joked, It was OK for us, because then they kought then
again!' But at the time, the hand and their manager were worried.

John and Paul talk to repaorters

S0 what did Iohn mean? He tried to explain his words to the
American people befare the hand toured the country again,
was just saying it as a fact, he explained.’[t is true — more for
England than here, ['m not saving that we're betler ar greater
['m sarry that [ opened my mouth.

It was a bad start Lo the Beatles’ last tour,
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The End of Touring

The tour continued, but it wasa't a Jappy rfime. Some
cewspapcrs in the United States ware ausinst the band now
For the first time, there were a fow comply seats al some
concerts. Bul it was still Dnipossiole to hear t':]rr—. music bf.-‘:l".ﬁl:ISL:
of the screams. As George sald touring wasn't *fun’ now, Also
theeir lives were different. Only one Heatle — Paal — v.-'a&,r*'t.
married. I was time to slop avelling,

At first, Peul wanted to tour more, but finally Fe agreed with
the: others, On 29 August 1966, they ploved at C‘m;dléﬂrifﬁh Fariz
in Szn Francisco. They playad eleven songs, finishing with T'm
Down™ 7 was the Bealles' last concert, )

The band faced 4 now question: what row? In his heast, John
thought, "This is the end, really

For some lime the Beatles all did differen® things:

0 George spenl a few weaks in India.
B Paul worked with George Martin on the music for a filim, The
Family Way The music won an award, |
"‘.-
B John went to Spain o act in a flm. How [ Won the Wor
[twasn't a good film, and John wasn | 2 good actor. But he

did come back weari
d come bacx wearing the famous small, round John
Lennon glasses'!

% Ringe spent a fow weeks in Spa’n with Joan. and ae enjoved
time at Fome with his wile ard child,
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Back in the studin, the band felt more free. Now they didn’t bave
o play any new sSO0ES OO stage. They could do anything, ard
they did — with Cecrge WMartins help, The next songs wers
anotior bin slep into new musical areas. But they also lnoked
hack. as soth Joho and Pavl turned to heir Liverpool past 1ol

Sirawberry Fields Forever” and Tenny anz’,

STORY BEHIND THE SONGS B =

# \Whan he was a ohild, John livec near a chldren's
home. The home was called Strawbe -y Field. John's
song ‘Strawberry Fizlds Forever' wasn't rzally about
that olace; iU just took the Fomc’s nams. The Ine
‘Mothing is real” perfectly doscribesd this strange,

beautiful song.

# Payl Lhen wrole a song about Liverpool, Loo. Penay
Lane' was a much happier sorg, desorining people and
places from Lhz old days in Liverpool. The band was
still using ‘nstruments that were anusual in o pop
records. A trumpet played on the song. o ———

There were many dificrences between Paul andl Iohno, Paul was
verv interested in studio recording. 1Te worked carefully with
George Martin. John had little time for this. He just lold the
Qe wantad. In fact, the hand played “Strawoerny

procducer wlias
ldn't choose

Fields sorever in two very diTerent ways. John zou
his ‘avourile, Finally the producer joined the two. (Yzars later,
John wasn't haspy about this recording of his s0ng. )

Together, Strawberry Fields Farever and ‘Penny Lane became
the Beatles' acx: single. 1t was a graat record, but for the fi-st time

i vears the band didn't reach nunber one.
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I the opinion of some newspapers in early 1967, the Beatles
didn't have any mare ideas. Ane then came Se ergeant Pepper's
Lonely Hearis Club Bowed,

The title sung was Paul's. He had the idea after a trip o the
United States. Bands with very long names were becoming
popular there. Paul wanted the Beatles to be » different ha nﬂl
for the album. In his mind, the album was a concert by this
ather band, '

John and George didn't see the album in this way. ‘[t doesn't
go anywhere, John once said about the Sergaant !-:e-p,:;-e.v idoa.
But there were great gongs on the album.
® Sangslike '"When I'm Sixty-Four and "With a Little Help From
My Friends’ were happy and ligrht.
¢ lohn ook almost all the words for ‘Feing for the BEenafir of
Mr Kite' from an ald sign that he found in & shop,

* The wards and the music af- Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds®
were like a dream. The (itle came from a picture by John's
voung son, Julian.

* A Dayin the Life’ was one of the best examples of Paul and
John's strong points, John wmlﬂ the main part of the s0Ng,
beginning 'l read the news h‘.uclm oh boy The idea came from
two newspaper stories. Paul added the middle part. [l worked
perfectly in Iohn's sonp.

The album was a big step in the hand's music. They used
the studio wonderfully, but this took a long time, The Beatles
first album was made in around twelve hours, bul Sergoant
Fepper took over 700 haurs! Both Ringo and George said later
that it was sometimes horing. ‘My heart was still in India’
George said.
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Famous faces

Everything zbout the album was special — even the cover. It
showed the band with a crowd of famous peaple = writers,
singers, actors, thinkers., At first there was a photo of
Mahatma Gandhi, but the record company asked the band
to take it off. They didn't want to make people in India angry.

Today, fans disadree about which is the best Beatles aloum, But
most of them believe that Sergeant FPepper was the maost
importanl, The world was changing fast in 1967, While the
American war in Vietnam continued, young people around the
world were exploring new ideas, new sounds. The summer of
1967 became known as ‘the summer of love'. Sergeant Peoper
helped to make that summer
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~ Life and Death

Not long alter Sergeant Pepper the Beatles were invited to play in
a live television programme called Our Wonrld. Different countries
had to make different parts of the show and the makers of the
programume wanled the Beatles to play for Britain's part. lohn
wrote the song and an 25 June 1967, about 350 milljon people all
around the world watched the programme,

The Beatles weren't alone in the television studio. A lot of other
musicians played and it was like a big party, Eric Clapton and Miclk
lagger were both there, John's song was perfect [or the
programme: 'AllYou Need Is Love’ was a mirrer for the dreams and
hopes of young people around the world in 1957,

The Beatles play on Our World
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STORY BEHIND THE SONG B =

At the end of 'All You Need |s Love', the Beatles joked
about two of their old sangs. Jehn sang “Yesterday' and
Faul sang a line from ‘She Loves You'.

Araund this time, George was continuing to learn mare about
Eastern ideas. He asked Joln and Paul to listen to a talk by the
Maharishi MaheshYagi in London The Maharishi was an Indian
who taught Eastern wavs of thinking.

The Beatles wanted o know more In August, all four of them
took a train to Bangor in North Wales. They wanted to spend a

few days studying with the Maharishi.

A sad sign

Cynthia Lennon wanted to go too, but the usual Beatles
crowds were at the train station and Cynthia missed the
train. She watched as her husband left without her.
For her, this was a sign of the end of their marr.iage.

While the Beatles
were searching for
the meaning of life,
sad news reached
them from London,
Brian FEpstein was
dead. 'He was one
of us] John told a

reporter,

Erian Epstein



On the Bus

Epstein’s death hrought another prohlem. The Beatles knew
nothing about business, ‘We were in trouble then® said John.
Ringo has described the band as'chickens withoul heads' at that
time. In the middle of this difficult time, Paul had an idea. e
wanted lo make a television film He was trying to help the band,
butin John and George's opinion, Paul was lrving to lead them.

The idea for the film was simple, Forty-three people - with the
Beatles — drove around the country in a bus. This time, they
didn’l have a story Lo act. They just filmed what happened, There
was one problem - nothing really did happen,

Magical Mystery Tour was shown on television in Britain just
after Christmas, 1967 Almost lifleen million people watched,
They loved the songs, like Pauls ‘The Faol un the Hill" and
John’s 'l Am the Walrus'. But not many people liked the [ilm.
The colour film was shown in black and white on television,
But this wasn't the reason why it wasn't popular. For some
pecple It was boring, for others | was oo strange. For the [rst
time, the Bearles really failed.

STORY BEHIND THE SONC NE T
The idea for ‘I Am The*Walrus’ came from Lewis
Carroll’s book Alice in Wonderland. John said, ‘The
words don't say a lot...

In February 1968, the Beatles travelled o India to study again
wirh the Maharishi. The trip had a different meaning for each of
them. Ringo went with twa suitcases — ane of clothes and une of
English food in tins! He didn't stay long. Paul says that he enjoyed
this time in India. But Jahn and George stayed longer, George

2B

continued to defend the Maharishi but.John scon became angry
at their old teacher A song on the hands next album was an

angry attack on him. |
Back in Britain, there were no simple answers in business [or

the Beatles. They openad the Apple shop in London, Paul called
it ‘a beautiful place where wou can buy beautiful hings’.
The shop last money almost immediately, But Apple was [f}l:}:ie
than a shop. It was a hig company that produced music and films.
The Bealles began to produce other musicians. Paul was most
interested in Apple’s business, He was there more because he
lived in London. But the others [elt that Paul was rying to

laad the band adain,

Yellow Submarine o
In July 1968, there was another Beatles film in clnem.as.
The band recorded a few new songs for Yellow Submarine,
but they didn't even do the voices in the film. In the stnr}ﬁ
the band saved a strange place called Pepperland with

their music.
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A New Album and a Ngyp Love

In 1968, Cynthia and Jahn Lennon's marriage ended, John
was with Yoko Ono now. He first mot the Japanese-American
artist at an art show in 1966 and thev slowly (2] in lave

STORY BEHIND THE SONG WM B B
Paul felt sorry for Cynthia and Julian Lennon. The brovy
was only five. Paul wrote a song for him. He later
changed the words from Hey Jules' to ‘Hey Jude'.

Fvervthing changed for John with Yoko. He often spoke of her as
his teacher. Tonether th ey explored new ideas, These were called
crazy by many people, but John and Yoko weren't worried. They
made Lheir first racard logether in one night. It was a,:]
exploration of sounds. Bul the higgest news was the cover It
showed John and Yoko without any clothes "We just wanted ta he
together all the time, remembered John.

- r . - 1 3
Jlohn and Yoko wera together in the studio, too, as the Beaatles
started their next album. This soon became a problem [or the

other Beatles, Ringe asked him, "What's this all about” The
other two and George Martin were angrier. When Yoko was ill,
John even brought a bed into the studio for her!

In 1968 the Beatles’ Wirre Album had other problems. Ringo left
the band for & time. (The band recorded a few songs without
lir.) I his opinion, the other RBeatles didn't nead him. When
thev all asked him back, the drummer returned happily T loved
the White Albem | he remembers now,

But not evervone had this opinian. John spoke about the start
of the band’s ‘slow death”at this time. The musical interests in the
band were more and more different. The Beatles were less and
less a real group. Sometimes the album was recorded in three
different studios at the same time, as John, Paul and George
worked on their own songs.

The double album mixed many different kinds of music.
‘Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da’ was a happy pop song, while Revalution
was a strange piace of ‘sound art’ In"Back in the USSR the band
cleverly sounded like the Reach Boys. Gearge's hest song an the
album was probably “While My Guitar Gently Weeps'. His friend

Erie Clapton joined the band to play on this song.

Secret messages .

Two songs from the album later became famous for the
wrong reasans. In the mind of Californian Charles
Manson, the spngs 'Figgies’ and ‘Helter Skelter’ were
secret messages telling him to kill,

George Martin thought that there were toa many different
songs on the double album. He wanted it to be an excellen:
single album. But Paul has said, ‘Its a fine little album. John

also liked the simpler wav of recording
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An Unhappy Film and Two Weddings

At the start of 1969, the band neaded aew plans. Paul was ful]
ol ideas for the band's future. They decided to write an a]b-um
and then play it on stage — all in front of cameras This was the
start of et It Re.

It was a bad time. The band weren't happy together and all
the cameras made evervthing worse. George even left the
band for a short time atter angry words with Paul. Things onlv
got belter when a guest musician. American Billy r‘rﬁstm*ﬂ
joined them. | )

The cameras filimed evervthing. The cameramen didu't knaw
it at the time, but in fact they were recording the end of the
graupn. The film Let ft Be is difficult (o wateh al times,

The idea of a big concert sonn died. Locking for a way to
end the [ilm, the band decided m play a few songds uutthe
Apple huilding's roof, Pecple in London looked up in surprise
as the Beatles plaved ‘Get Back' above them. For a shart time
the old days were back! In Ringo's words, when the music wu:;
gond, they forgot all the prablems. Finally, the police askad the
band to stop. They never played live together again,

Praeducer Gearge Martin didn’t want to touch the long Let it
Re recordings. So American PFE) Spector took the job, Finally,
t.!'_e Let ft Be album came out after the end of the Beatles. Paﬁ.;
§i+]n'[ like Spectors work on it. Both he and Ceorge Martin
nated the strings on ‘“The Long and Winding Road’

In 1969, Paul married lor the first time and John married for
the second time. Fven the two marriages showed the
differences between the two mer,

Paul married American photographer Linda Eastman on
12 March. They wanted a quiet wedding, but nothing could be
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Paul and Linda talk and leugh with Linda's daughter,
Heather, on their wedding day.

quiet for a Beatle. Hundreds of fans cried as Paul and his new
wile drove away

Weelss later, John and Yoko were married in Gibraltar, The
story 1s told in the song The Ballad of John and Yoko'. Later,
thew invited reporters ta 2 'bed-in” at their hotel. They stayed in
hed far seven davs. They wanted peaple to think about the
meaning of love, (At a later ‘hed-in’, they recorded the song
‘Give Peace a Chance’.)

John and Yoko gave their apinions on a lot af subjecis, like
the Vietnam War, John sent his MBEE back to the British
government. He had more and more interests (o his life. and
the band wasn't one of them. But the Beatles staved together
for ane more record,
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~ The Last Album

After the troubles on Let Jt Be, George Martin was surprised to
receive a telephone call from Paul. The Dand wanted to make
another album. Paul and Martin agreaed Lo do one the ‘ald’ way
= In the studio. The album was named alter the Abbey Htr;-atll
sludic in London, and the Beatles worked on it there during
July and August 1969,

Iohn and Paul disagreed about some of their ideas for the
albumn. Paul wanted to join all the songs together. John just
liked to do different 'threc-minute records’. 1:;: keep bath ri;.en
happy, only the fongs on the second half of the record are
juined tagether

Abbey Road was a happy record to work on far mast of the
time. But not alwavs. When Paul took three davs to record
‘Maxwell’s Silver Hammer', George told him,'It's only a song,

STORY BEHIND THE SONC B B B
Abbey Road's ‘Something’ was the band's first singln.a.
written by George Harrison. Many peaple think that it
Is his best song. Later, Frank Sinatra often sang it on
stage. He described it as his favourite Lennon and

McCartney song. Telling tis story, Paul once joked
“Thanks, Frank.'

Nobody knew it at the time, but Abbey Road was the last
album. But the band ended it well. The last song was called ‘The
End’. Iohn, Paul and Gearge all played guitar on it Al Jour
Beatles were playing together as a real band again. You can
hear the fun in the music. Pay] sang the last lines of the [ast
album. They were about love.
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Paul is dead!

After Abbey Road arrived in the shops in October 1969,
a radic staticn in the US started a strange story about
Paul. He was dead! The 'signs’ were on the album's cover.
Paul wasn't wearing shoes. In some countries, dead
ceople are dressed in clothes but not shoes.

The story grew. The hand over Faul's head on the cover
of Sergeant Pepper was, fans decided, a sign of death. A
line in ‘A Davy in the Life" was also aboul Paul's death. Mara
and more signs were found.

But if Paul was dead, who was the new person an the
front of Abbey Road? The story became sillier. It was a
man called Williem Campbell. Or it was Billy Shears [a
singer's name from the title song an Sergeant Fepper).
his new persan looked exactly like Paul, of course.

Finally, Life magazine found Paul on his farm in
Scotland. The magazine proved it. Paul wasn't dead. Paul
described himself as the last to know" about his death.
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_Differences of Opinion

Even before Abbey Road, the Beatlas'
losing a ot of money, Something had to change. They needed
someone to manage the business.

John wanted Allan Klein. the manager of the Rolling Stones
'o be the group’s manager. Gearge and Ringo agreed. but Paul
didn’t. He wanted Lee Eastman - his wife's father - to manage

Apple’s business,

Paul was still full of ideas for *he band and the company,
but it was too late. [n ane meeting, John spoke about the end
of the Beatles:'It feels good!

In fact, Paul ended the band in 1970, A few wesks aller his
first album McCartney was in the shaps, he told the warld. He
was leaving the Bealles ‘hecauss of terscnal, business and
musical differences’

The band was finished but the fights about business and
maoney continued in court for vears. It was a sad end for the
grzalest band in the world,

The Beatles — the greatest band in the worid
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campany Apple was

-

"!..ife Af_t_g!' .tl;*lg Beatl_gs

All four of the Beatles found suceess alone,

® Ringo acted in a few lilms and he continued to make
records. His 1973 album Ringo was a big success. All the other
Beatles plaved on this album .. .bul not at the same me. Rindo
is still playing and touring with his All Stan Band. Marnyv ol
Ringo's famaous friends from the world of music - and his soi,
Zak = have played in this band.

Many British children know and love Ringa for another
reason. He was the voice of a train in a famous childrens

television programime!

George scemed happy to he away from Lhe shadows of
Lennon and McCartney, His 1970 album AH Things Musi Pass
reached number one around the world. George's most lamous
song in the 1970s was ‘My Sweet Lord’, but he was taken to
court because of it In the court’s opinion, part of it was copied
fram an old song. In the early 1980s, George also played in the
Travelling Wilburys with Bob Dylan and Roy Orbison.

Ceorge became interested in [ilms, but not as an aclor He
produced films like Monty Pythan's Life of Brion and Time Bandits.
In 1992 someone failed to kill Gearge in his home. But sadly,

two vears later he died after a long illness.

B Paul has had the most success aller the Beatles. After the
albums MeCartney and Ram, he wanted to be in a real band again.
In 1971 he started a new band, Wings, with his wife Linda and
guitarist Denny Laine At first, Wings drave all over Britain plaving

small concerts. [1 was like the old days of the Beatles again.
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Wings

Wings soon became big. 1973 Band on the Run was Pauls
mast successful album. In 1977, the band recorded ‘Mull of
Kintyre'. This song sold more than anv other single in Britain
belore that time. Wings ended in 1981, but Paul continued
making records. In 1997, he was back at Buckingham Palace.
He became Sir Paul McCartneg,as

Faul has sold millions of recards since 1970, but one of his
biggest successes was his happy family life with Linda and
their children. Sadly, in 1998, Linda McCartney died. Paul now
has anather woman, Heather Mills, in his Jife,

B John and Yoko moved to New York. They still spoke openly
on many subjects, and al one time the American government
wanled to throw him out of the country Seme of John's most

3B

i e ]
interesting work was on his first two albums, John Lennon /

Plastic Cino Baned and [magine. On the first album, John sang

painfully honest songs about his mother’s death. [n another
song, he sang the words, 'l don't believe in Beatles [ [ just
believe in me’ The title song of Jmagine is probably his most
famonus song.

Most people think that Johe's later work in the 1870s wasn'l
as gond. For some lime, John and Yoko weren't together. John
(:al{ed this his ‘lost weekend', but it lasled eighteen months.

Back with Yok, John didn’t make music for a few vears. He
looked afler their son, Sean. He returned to the recording
studio in the summer of 1980 to make Double Fanrasv with
Yoko. Much of the album was about family lite. One of the sengs
from the album,' {Just Like) Starting Over’ was doing well when

John was killed,

John sings ‘Imaging’
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Friends again
The Beatles ended badly, and some of the band were
angry for a long time. On 1971's Imagine, John's song
‘How Da You Sleep? was an attack on Paul. (George
Harrison was angry too — he played guitar on the song.)
But finally, Paul and John became friendlier again.
Faul visited John a few times in New Yark after Sean
Lennon’s birth. In 1994, years after John's death, both
men were given an impartant music award. On stage,
Faul read out a letter to Jdohn. In it, he rememberad
their past together. He ended, ‘This letter comes, with
love, trom your friend Faul.

L * o

John and Pauwl in happy times
40

At the lop Again

The Bealles ruled the music world in the 1860s. They had
twenty-two singles in Britain, and eighteen reached number
one, Every album af new songs got to number ane. In the United
States, there were nincteen number one singles Many pecple
still think thal they were the world's greatest band of all time.
In one list of best albums, the top five were all by the Beatles!

But the band's suceess wasn't just for their musical past, In
1595, the three living Beatles came together to record fwo new
Beatles songs = 'Free as a Bird' and ‘Real Love’. Both songs were
by John, The singer recarded them, bul they weren't finished.
Paul, Ceorge and Ringo worked with these recordings, adding
to them, I their minds, they were finishing the music for John
while he worked on something else,

Fans could buy new Beatles records again! They also loved the
videa for ‘Free as a Bivd'. It showed people and places from the
band's past — Stu Sutcliffe, Brian Epstein, The Cavern, the streel
outside the Abhey Road studios. There were hundreds of
memaories of Beatles songs. A few are:
® ;4 cake with the number sixoy-four ["When I'm Sixty-Four'
® 5 man writing a book ('Paperback Writer')
® 5 photo of Mao T'se Tung (a line from ‘Revolution’]
® 5 stone with the name Eleanor Righy (Eleancr Righy')

Al the same lime, the living Beatles told their story in the
television programme The Beaties Anthiology, More than twenty
million copies of the Antfology albums were sold. o 2000,
there was a very successful album of the Beatles’ number one
songs. They made more money from the album than any other
British artist that year The Beatles were back in the right place

— at the top!
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ACTIVITIES

Pages 1-11
Before you read
1 f.ﬂ-fnal do you knaw abaul the Bsatles? Do you have a
favourite Beatles zong?
2 Find thesa words in your dictionary. They are all used in
this book.
album  audienze band concert fan  rack and roff
single(n)  studio van
Which are words for-
a  atype of musjc?
b recordings of musis?
¢ aplace where you record music?
d & groug of musicians?
@ hours ¢! live music that You can buy tickets for?
f the people who wateh ang listen to musicians
on stage?
4 & person who [oves g group and buys all ii1s
racordings?
h  the vehicle that carries a group's musical
gquipment?
3 Work with anoth tugd ind t i
il ar Siugent, Find the words in ftalics in
your dictionary,
a How do you play these? Show the movements
guitaribass guitar  drum trumpet
b Dizcuss the joh of the Person who manages a band
What does the manager do? 1s it a geod job, do vou
think? 1 -
¢ |f you have a maris for something, do you like it ar
dislike it?
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After you read
4 Discuss why the band's time in Hamburg was so

important to them.
5 Work with another student. Have this conversation.
Student A: Imagine that you are with Pete Best. Ask him
guastions about his time with the band, and
kis teelings now abeut the Beaatles.
Student B You are Pele Best, Answer the quastions.

Pages 12-25

Befare you read
B You are going o read aboul tha Besallas' last lour. Why

do vou think that they stopped touring?

7 Find the words in itafics in your dictionary. Then answer
the quastions.
a How many musical insgtrumeants can you nama?
b How many of thasa instruments hava strings?

8 Find the wards balaw in your dicticnary. Finish aach
sentence with one of the waords.

award sxpilore lead
a Tha band lovad to ... new saunds and new (deas,

b Most bands and singers are happy when thay

win an ... ]
A band's songs are often writien by the person who

Aftar you read

8 Whal was so special about Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts
Cluk Band? Make a list of reasons.

10 Digcuss the main differences betwsen John Lennon and

Paul McCartnay.



Fdges Zo-417

Eefora your reag

11 What do you know aboyt the present lives and work of the
Beatlas who are still alive?

Aftar vau read

12 In Paul's apinion, he wae trying to find new things for the
band to do. To others, Paul was trying ta he the leader of
tha band. Which do YOU think is true? Give reasons for your
answer.

13 What was special abou John and Yoko's marriage? Why do
20mea people think that they ware VEry unusual?

14 Discuss which Beatles album’s story you find most
Interesting. Explain why.

Writing

15 Listen to a Beatles album. Choase two £0ngs and write your
opinion of tham.

16 You are somaone from tha Beatles story (but not & BEeatlg),
Write the introduction to ¥our boek sbout the band,

17 Afdriend doasn't knaw any Beatles songs, Write ta them. Tell
them what they should listen (g,

18 Write a letter to one of the living Beatles ar to Yoke Ono.
Explain your fealings about the band,

— —
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